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much that is true, though obscured by exaggerations. His
criticism on many acts in Barere's career is perfectly justified
by facts, but he entirely failed to understand the man. Barere
was a typical Gascon, with a keen imagination and a fund of
fluent eloquence, easily influenced by those about him, and
quick in assimilating the ideas of the majority. He was a
man who, if he never had much weight in forming public
opinion, was yet excellent in representing it. In the early
days of the Convention he was a typical " Frog of the Marsh/'
with such influence over the deputies of the Centre that all
parties courted him alike. He was naturally elected on every
important committee, from the Committee of General Defence
to the Great Committee of Public Safety, and from his fluent
eloquence was generally chosen as reporter. He showed
a disposition to join the Girondins in the early months of
1793, but when he perceived that the deputies of the Mountain
were the strongest, he turned round and joined that party.
This faculty of always being on the stronger side was not
peculiar to Barere, many men, indeed most conscientious men,
have changed their opinions often, but very few men, even
in the time of the Revolution, became the spokesmen of so
many different parties. Yet it is hardly fair to rail against
Barere as a double-dyed traitor; he was no more a traitor than
the vast majority of the Convention, or indeed of all French-
men, but his peculiar power of assimilating ideas and his
faculty of eloquence made him conspicuous m the tribune, and
therefore in French history, as a man who often changed his
opinions. There is no need bo defend Baiere, but it is necessary
to understand him; his changes of opinion indicated the waver-
ing of the majority of the Convention until he became reporter
of the Great Committee, when he fell under the influence of
the majority of the working members among his colleagues.
He it was who explained from the tribune the victories
which Carnot had organized, the financial expedients of
Robert Lindet, the naval battles of Jean Bon Saint-Andr^, and
the events of internal history under the Terror as regarded by
Billaud-Vaienue and Uollut d'Herbois, and, as the spokesman